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O Tried & tested / \Vaterretention gels
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TIP

BEFORE YoU ADD
THE GEL, CHECK

THATTHE COMPOST™

DOESNT CONTAIN
WATER-RETAINING
AGENTS

1t a stress

free summer!

Geoff Hodge tests water-retention gels to see which are
the best for helping to beat water stress this summer

O MAKE sure plants
grow well and
perform to their
best, they need a
constant supply

of water.

The emphasis is ‘constant’,
otherwise they become
stressed when water is in short
supply or when alternating
between being soaked and then
bone dry.

Plants in containers are the
most susceptible to water
shortages, but so are shallow-
rooted shrubs, such as conifers,
hydrangeas and camellias.

You can help plants through
these stressful times and reduce
water wastage by using a water-
retention gel.

Supplied as dry granules,

they absorb and store water,
acting as tiny reservoirs until
the plants need it.

But which ones are the best?
They not only need to store the
water, but they need to absorb
it quickly to make the most of
added water - whether it’s
rainfall or when you water -

and then release it to the plants.

Regular and correct feeding
is also essential, and plants can
only take up nutrients in
solution - dry soil/compost
means they can’t take up the
nutrients, no matter how much
you add.

So some suppliers also
provide a gel and feed, which
contains a controlled-release
fertiliser that slowly releases
nutrients to the plants.

The test
Iadded 5g of the dry crystals
to 200ml of water in a beaker
and timed how quickly they
turned completely to gel.
I'then ‘planted’ a Surfinia
petunia in each of the gels.
The plants lasted for eight
days in a warm room, before
the gels needed re-watering.
Although not an
exhaustive or long-term test,
all the gels seemed to release

water to the plants when they

needed it
-Icouldn’t find any real
difference between them.
The application rates
quoted are for dry weight
of the granules and are the
rates recommended by
the supplier.

For use all
around the
home & garden
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O Scotts Miracle-Gro
Moisture Control Gel

Olnitial water-absorption speed: x
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OApplication rate 10g per 10-litres of compost
OPrice guide 2509 £5.10
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©Botanico 01905
791984, www.
botanicogarden.co.uk
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Supplies direct to garden
centres & stores
OHozelock
01213131122,
www.hozelock.com
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O Gel & feeds

These are a combination of a water-retention gel and a controlled-release fertiliser that slowly release nutrients over six months.
As you might expect, those plants fed with nutrients generally did better than those in the straight gel, without nutrients

OGardman OPlant Watering O Thompson & Morgan O Scotts Miracle-Gro

Nutrigel Rain Gel & Feed EasyFeed Moisture Control Plant
I e Food & Gel
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NPK 12-12-12 + trace elements ©Nutrients NPK 10-11-18 + trace elements o©Nutrients NPK 12-3-8 + trace elements OApplication rate 20ml per 10-litres o

oPrice guide: oPrice guide 150g £4.46; 500g £7.03 ©OPrice guide 160g £5.49; 300g £9.99 ol oSt

ONutrients NPK11-8-11

250g £3.49 OPrice guide 2509 £5.10
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